
ART270 | COMPUTER GRAPHICS I 
 

TC3 – Assistant Professor & Graphic Design Program Chair Christine J. Shanks 
	
 

DEPT: Graphic Design 
   

COURSE NUMBER & SEMESTER: 
ART270 FALL 2018  Section M01 

 
COURSE: Computer Graphics I (3 
credits) 
 
INSTRUCTOR: Christine J Shanks 
 
TIME & DAY: Monday 1-4:50 pm 
 
EMAIL (Fastest Response): 
cjs035@tompkinscortland.edu 

OFFICE & HOURS:  
WEDNESDAY – 11:30-4:30 
ROOM 141 (classroom) 
ROOM 241 (office) or  
 
http://www.profshanks.com/contactoffi
ce-hours.html 
 
It is best to make an appointment for office 
hours. They are held in either my faculty 
office __ or classroom office. 
 
WEBSITE: profshanks.com

 
**The information contained in this class syllabus is subject to change without notice.  Students 
are expected to be aware of any additional course policies or weekly content presented by the 
instructor during the course. Updates go live first at profshanks.com  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
This course provides an introduction to computer graphics. The student learns to apply 
design and graphic solutions to the computer, and masters at least two software 
applications. Imaging in color and manipulating digitized images are covered.  
 
PREREQUISITES: 
Prerequisites: ART 109; ART 180; MATH 090 and RDNG 099 if required by placement 
testing; ENGL 099 or prior completion or concurrent enrollment in ESL 103 if required by 
placement testing. 3 Cr. (2 Lec., 2 Lab.)   
 
COURSE GOALS: 

1. To develop a basic understanding of MAC OS and how to use computer hardware 
commonly found in a lab. 

2. To develop basic knowledge of a raster photo manipulation and a vector drawing 
program: Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator. 

3. To increase understanding of concepts in art and design. 
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REQUIRED TEXT: 
Photoshop Masking & Compositing (2nd Edition) (Voices That Matter)  
by Katrin Eismann 
ISBN: 978-0321701008 
http://www.amazon.com/Photoshop-Masking-Compositing-Katrin-
Eismann/dp/0735712794 
Companion site: http://www.photoshopmasking.com/ 

 
Vector Basic Training: A Systematic Creative Process for Building Precision Vector 
Artwork 2nd Edition 
by Von Glitschka 
ISBN: 978-0321749598 
http://www.amazon.com/Vector-Basic-Training-Systematic-
Precision/dp/0321749596/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1439600981&sr=1-
1&keywords=vector+basic+training 
Companion Site: Register your copy http://www.peachpit.com/store/vector-basic-
training-a-systematic-creative-process-9780321749598 
 
Author’s website http://www.glitschkastudios.com/ 

 
SUPPLEMENTAL TEXT AND TUTORIALS: 

Lynda.com student membership 
School Library http://www.tc3.edu/library/#page=page-1 
 
TUTORIAL WEBSITES: 
Adobe TV, YouTube, Smashing and How, PSDTuts 
http://design.tutsplus.com/ 
 
ADOBE PHOTOSHOP TUTORIAL COLLECTIONS: 
http://www.creativebloq.com/photoshop/top-photoshop-resources-912697 
https://despreneur.com/7-best-sites-for-learning-photoshop/ 
 
ADOBE ILLUSTRATOR TUTORIAL COLLECTIONS: 
http://www.creativebloq.com/illustrator/resources-113968 
http://www.digitalartsonline.co.uk/features/illustration/40-best-illustrator-tutorials/ 
 
 
 

  



3	 ART270	COMPUTER	GRAPHICS	I			|			CHAIR	AP	Christine	J	Shanks	
	

Prof. Christine J. Shanks  |  cjs035@tompkinscortland.edu  |  profshanks.com  
	

REQUIRED MATERIALS: 
• Flash Drives or Portable Hard Drive (see backing up work in Policies Section) 
• Sketch 8x10 or larger (Mixed Media Pad Vellum Surface) similar to 

http://www.strathmoreartist.com/product-reader/items/200-series-skills-mixed-
media.html 

• Vellum Transparent Tracing Paper 8x10 
• Eraser Staedtler 1PK White 
• Stainless Steel Ruler 12” 
• Drawing Pencil (or Refillable Drawing Leads and Holder)  
• Sharpie fine point set 
• Camera 
• Items for assignments 

 
INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS: 

As an art studio course, there is considerable emphasis on the importance of the 
production of artwork. It is suggested that each topic, or groups of topics, be 
presented, discussed, and followed by the creation of a visual project. Technical and 
procedural topics, such as the use of software and printing can be demonstrated and 
followed by the creation of visual projects. Assigned readings, class discussions of 
readings, written assignments, class presentations, tests, and the review of tests 
should assist the student in learning the required material. Critiques of student 
projects should occur on an almost weekly basis. The critique allows students to 
develop verbal communication skills, improves their ability to analyze and compare 
visual solutions, and improves their critical judgment. 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
COLLEGE WIDE ATTENDANCE POLICY:  

To maintain good grades, regular attendance in class is necessary. Absence from class 
is considered a serious matter and absence never excuses a student from class work. It 
is the responsibility of all instructors to distribute reasonable attendance policies in 
writing during the first week of class. Students are required to comply with the 
attendance policy set by each of their instructors. Students are not penalized if they 
are unable to attend classes or participate in exams on particular days because of 
religious beliefs, in accordance with Chapter 161, Section 224-a of the Education Law 
of the State of New York. Students who plan to be absent from classroom activity for 
religious reasons should discuss the absence in advance with their instructors. See 
college catalog for more information. 
 
READ AW POLICY BELOW for a very important  policy about attendance that could 
affect your loans, enrollment and housing at TC3 
 
AW POLICY: ATTENDANCE / GRADE POLICY THAT AFFECTS FINANCIAL AID 
Effective Spring 2016, the college has a new grading policy based on a student’s 
attendance in enrolled courses.  Students who have not attended a class for EITHER 
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two full weeks OR three consecutive class periods (as is the case in all 4 hour ART 
CLASSES) will be administratively withdrawn from the class by the College.  Re-
enrollment in the class will require special permission from the Dean of Instruction.  
Instructors may have a different attendance requirement that is stricter than the 
College’s policy. 
 

Students administratively withdrawn from a class are assigned a grade of “AW.”  An 
“AW” grade will impact academic status and financial aid eligibility. 
 

Financial aid is earned as you attend class.  If you don’t attend class, you don’t earn 
your financial aid.  When a student is no longer attending classes their financial aid 
MUST be returned to the government.  Charges resulting from the return of financial 
aid funds are the responsibility of the student. 

 

READ IN FULL: https://www.tompkinscortland.edu/academics/grading-policies 
 

COLLEGE SERVICES FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:  
It is the College's policy to provide, on an individual basis, reasonable accommodation 
to students with disabilities, which may affect their ability to fully participate in 
program or course activities or to meet course requirements. Students with disabilities 
should contact the Coordinator of Access and Equity Services, to discuss their 
particular need for accommodations. All course materials are available in alternate 
formats upon request. 
https://www.tompkinscortland.edu/library/policies-and-procedures 
 

COLLEGE POLICIES:  
Grading https://www.tompkinscortland.edu/academics/grading-policies 
Rights & Responsibilities https://www.tompkinscortland.edu/academics/student-
rights-and-responsibilities 

 
DROP ADD SCHEDULE FALL 18: August 22 – December 14 
last day to ADD — September 5 (W) 
last day to DROP — September 12 (W) 
last day to WITHDRAW grade W — October 29 (M) 
last day to WITHDRAW grade WP/WF — December 5 (W) 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
PROFESSOR TEACHING PHILOSOPHY: 

http://www.profshanks.com/course-policies1.html 
http://www.profshanks.com/teaching-philosophy.html 

 
THE FOLLOWING POLICIES ARE SUMMARIES. Please see the links directly below for the 
Professor’s full policies in detail. 
PROFESSOR’S POLICIES IN FULL:  

POLICIES WEB profshanks.com/course-policies.html 
GRADING POLICIES WEB profshanks.com/grading.html 
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PROFESSOR ATTENDANCE POLICY: SUMMARY 
Professors are to be informed if you have planned a school activity or have a religious holiday 
during the semester. 
SINGLE ABSENCES: 

• 2 ABSENCES - OK 
• 3 ABSENCES - 1 LETTER GRADE REDUCTION FROM COURSE GRADE 
• 4 ABSENCES- 2 LETTER GRADE REDUCTION FROM COURSE GRADE 
• 5 ABSENCES- COURSE FAILURE 

CONSECUTIVE ABSENCES: 
• 2 absences in a row – 1 LETTER GRADE REDUCTION FROM COURSE GRADE 
• 3 or more absences in a row – AW Grade with Financial Aid repercussions 

 
GRADING RUBRIC/POLICIES: SUMMARY 

ALL In-Class Exercises and Homework is due to the following class unless otherwise 
noted in the Project/Syllabus. 

• 20% Exam 
• 70% Course Projects 
• 10% In-Class Work/Exercises 

 
LATE WORK POLICY:  

If your Research & Sketches are LATE: 
You will earn a 0 in the research/sketch/brainstorming portion of the 
assignment. However, concept and compositional planning is required of all 
assignments so you are still responsible for completing this portion of the assignment. 
Failure to do so will result in points lost in other grading criteria such as CONCEPT and 
PROBLEM SOLVING.  
 
If your Assignment is LATE: 
1 week = minus 1 letter grade from your COURSE grade 
2 weeks = minus 2 letter grades from your COURSE grade 
More than 2 weeks late course failure 

 
PROFESSOR PLAGIARISM POLICY: SUMMARY 

 
I TAKE PLAGIARISM SERIOUSLY AND SO SHOULD YOU!  
Here are a few reasons why: 
-Do you want to work in an industry with no integrity? NO! 
-Do you want to graduate with classmates who have no integrity? NO! 
-Do you want your degree granting college to have a stellar reputation? YES! 
 
Then stand up against plagiarism! 
 
PENALTIES: 
Students found plagiarizing during the planning and construction phase will be given a 
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warning by the professor. Students handing in plagiarized work to be graded for an 
assignment will be evaluated on an individual basis to determine if the plagiarism was 
deliberate or in a gray area of confusion. If the plagiarism is found to be deliberate the 
student will fail the course on the first offense. The student will also be reported to the 
Provost for Academic Integrity. Repeat offenses on the student's record will be 
reported and could result in suspension or expulsion! 
 

PROFESSOR CODE OF CONDUCT / EXPCTATIONS POLICY: SUMMARY 
• Abusive, disrespectful, harassing or other unprofessional behavior will be reported. 

Student may be removed from class. 
• Talking, internet use or other distracting behavior during lectures and class time 

will result in removal of student from classroom. 
 
COLLEGE ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY: 
https://www.tompkinscortland.edu/academics/statement-academic-integrity-policy 
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1 
8/27 
 

LECTURES: 
• Examples of Photoshop graphics 
• Common uses for each program 
• Working between programs 
Assignment 1: Animal Assemblage 
http://www.giuseppe-arcimboldo.org/Vortumnus-(Vertumno).html 
__________________________________________________ 

HOMEWORK:  
 
READING: 
Photoshop Masking & Compositing: PGS 3-45 
__________________________________________________         
PROJECT 1 PREP: (SEE ASSIGNMENT SHEET) 
MINDMAP & SKETCH: Paste the photo of your animal (download a large file over 
2MP Google) in the center of a page in your sketchbook. Next to it draw/trace 
your portrait using only shapes, break the animal down.  
 
• Start looking at the shapes and think about objects you can use to recreate the 
face and convey your theme. 
• Create a branch for each feature and brainstorm several items you could use to 
create it. For example theme Anger and the facial feature is an Eye: circular saw 
blade, red, and Scythes. 
• Draw, use color, get creative, use the whole page.  
Create at last 5 sketches 
 
MATERIALS: Gather items to bring to class and scan. Photograph items that are 
too large or that you are unable to collect. Put a piece of paper or something 
simple behind the item you photograph. Fill the frame as much as possible with 
the item, be sure it is in focus and well exposed, do not cut off parts of its shape. 
(see assignment sheet) 
 
CREATE A PRESENTATION Mindmap and sketch materials 
 

2 
9/3 
 

NO CLASS LABOR DAY 
Any Work you can do to begin Assignment 1 this week gives you a head start. You can 
come in during my office hours Wednesday to scan, or come in during lab time in the 
open student lab.  
 

HOMEWORK: 
READING: 
Photoshop Masking & Compositing: PGS 3-18 and 29-45, explore the book, there 
is a lot of great stuff we just don’t have time to cover but it great for you to know. 
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3 
9/10 
 

LECTURES: 
• Scanning 101: Scan your objects with a white, black or gray background, similar 

to the tips on photographing. You want an easy background to remove. 
• Photoshop 101: Interface, Building a Composite, Selections, and Layers, Bridge 
• Begin working on Assignment 1 
 
PROJECT 1: Begin Building your Photoshop File 

• 7.5 x10 300 ppi 
• Start with your Animal in PS 
• Create a Group for each part of the animal (beak, head, eyes, wings, tail, 

etc.) 
• Start selecting your objects from their backgrounds and adding them as 

layers, be sure to place the layers in their facial feature group 
• Leave some breathing room at the bottom of the composition, we will add 

some type later 
__________________________________________________ 

HOMEWORK:  
READING: 
Photoshop Masking & Compositing: PGS 149-190 
__________________________________________________   
PROJECT 1:  Progress, complete selections, layers and grouping. Begin building 
face. 
 

4 
9/17 

LECTURES: 
More Advanced Selection Methods and Layer Techniques like Masking, Non-
Destructive Editing, Blending Modes 
 
WORK DAY PROJECT 1 
__________________________________________________ 

HOMEWORK: 
READING: 
Photoshop Masking & Compositing: PGS 191-218 
 
PROJECT 1:  Complete and  
 
BRING: Bring an old family photo (print from a film negative) that isn’t in great 
shape to scan and retouch, should be something that needs color repair and has 
some rips, cracks or flaking 
 
PROJECT 2:  Research and Prep 

5 
9/24 

LECTURES: 
Exploring Tools 
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PROJECT 1 DUE one hour before end of class 
 
PROJECT 1 CRITIQUE 
 
Introduce Project 2: Digital Painting Surrealism Composite with Texture and 
Vintage Stock Photographs and Illustrations http://vsemart.com/digital-artist-
catrin-welz-stein/ 
 
_________________________________________________ 

HOMEWORK: 
READING: 
Photoshop Masking & Compositing: PGS 219-272 
 
PROJECT 2: Progress, complete initial layout 
  

6 
10/1 

LECTURES: 
Exploring Retouching, Digital Painting, Making and Using Custom Brushes 
 
REVIEW PROJECT 2 RESEARCH AND PREP DUE 
 
__________________________________________________ 

HOMEWORK: 
READING: 
Photoshop Masking & Compositing:  273-324  
 
Complete Project 2  

7 
10/8 

NO CLASS FALL BREAK 
 
HOMEWORK: 
READING: 
Photoshop Masking & Compositing: 325-356 and 393-428 
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8 
10/15 

LECTURES: 
Filters, Effects and Adjustments, Hand Coloring 
 
Icons: Geometric shapes, scale, white space, outline vs. fill 
 
Work Day PROJECT 2 
 
PREP PROJECT 3: ICON SET using Pathfinder and shapes 
_________________________________________________ 

HOMEWORK: 
READING: 
Photoshop Masking & Compositing: 325-356 and 393-428 
__________________________________________________   
PROJECT 3:  Sketches 
 
PROJECT 2:  Complete 
 

9 
10/22 

LECTURES: 
Illustrator Interface, Layers, Review Differences between Raster (PS) and Vector 
(Illus), Shape Tools, Selection Tools, POINTS! PATHFINDER, Editing Shapes and 
Combining Shapes 
 
PROJECT 2 DUE beginning of class, Critique 
 
WORK DAY Project 3 
 
EXERCISES: Pathfinder 
__________________________________________________ 

HOMEWORK: 
READING: 
Vector Basic Training: Chapters 1 & 2 
PROJECT 3:  COMPLETE 
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10 
10/29 

LECTURES: 
Designing a logo: PROJECT 4: Introduce Flat Logo Product Assignment (2 
logos: Image Trace & Manual Vector) 
Pen Tool, Type 
 
EXERCISES: Pen Tool 
 
PROJECT 3 DUE: Critique 
_______________________________________________ 

HOMEWORK: 
READING:  
Vector Basic Training: Chapters 3 & 4 
 
PROJECT 4: Research, Mindmap, 16 Sketches in 2 styles (8 image trace, 8 manual 
vector) 
 

 

11 11/5 

LECTURES: 
Tracing, Making the most with the least amount of Points, Editing Vector 
Paths 
 
PROJECT 4: Review Research & Work Day 
_________________________________________________ 

HOMEWORK: 
READING:  
Vector Basic Training: Chapters 5 & 6 
 
PROJECT 4: Revisions & Progress Logos 
 

12 
11/12 

LECTURES: 
Patterns 
 
PROJECT 5: Create Pattern Background for label 
 
WORK DAY Project 4 
__________________________________________________ 

HOMEWORK: 
READING:  
Vector Basic Training: Chapters 7 & 8 
 
PROJECT 4 & 5: Complete 
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13 
11/19 

LECTURES: 
Photoshop and Illustrator work together 
Create a simple Package Design Mockup using Photoshop and Illustrator. Use 
any project from class. Create a Label Design Using only Type in Illustrator. 
Make a Package Design using a Mockup. 

 
PROJECT 4 & 5: Complete product mockup 
__________________________________________________ 

HOMEWORK: 
READING:  
Vector Basic Training: Chapter 9 
 
PROJECT 4 & 5:  Complete 

14 
11/26 

LECTURES: 
Gradients, Gradient Mesh Realism 
DUE: Critique Project 4&5 
 
PROJECT 6: Realistic Illustration - Gradient Mesh simple image 
__________________________________________________ 

HOMEWORK: 
 
PROJECT 6: Complete  Progress 

15 
12/3 

LECTURES: 
REVIEW for exam 
Work Day PROJECT 6 & ALL REVISIONS 
 
__________________________________________________ 

HOMEWORK: 
COMPLETE ALL WORK & REVISIONS 
STUDY 
 

16 
12/10 

FINALS: ALL WORK DUE 
FINAL EXAM  

 


